
Course Description: This workshop is designed for teachers of AP English 
Language and Composition. We will focus on motivating students by 
demonstrating ways rhetoric can prepare them not only for the AP Language 
exam, but for success in all upper-level academic courses. Beginning with 
rhetorical reading strategies and activities, we will explore contemporary units 
and lessons proven to effectively teach the three main skills required for success 
in the course: argument, rhetorical analysis, and research (synthesis). 
Participants will receive several model writing exercises and assessments, along 
with strategies and resources for gradually releasing feedback responsibility. 
Because AP English Language students need many opportunities to discuss 
complex texts in multiple genres, participants will gain hands-on experience 
tailoring their syllabi to the specific needs of their student-populations by 
selecting texts from a broad range, including general and topical readers, trade 
books, extended texts, speeches, essays, popular culture texts, imaginative 
literature, and visual images. We will conduct practice scoring of recent Free-
Response exam questions using the new analytic rubrics, and participants will 
receive full sets of sample student responses along with strategies for using 
those samples to inform teaching and learning.  
 
Workshop Goals: 
• To identify and apply the standards of the AP English Language and 

Composition exam to classroom practices 
• To explore and develop effective AP Language units, lessons and syllabi 
• To expand participants’ repertoire of successful instructional strategies  
• To explore AP Classroom, AP Central, and other effective online and print 

resources 
• To develop a network of valuable colleagues 
• To promote the cross-disciplinary benefits of AP Language curriculum 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



AP Summer Institute Agenda 
 
Day 1 

• Overview of AP English Language Course 
• The AP Exam 
• Curricular Evolution and College Readiness (including equity and access) 
• CED Overview 
• Formative and Summative Assessment in AP Lang 
• Focus on Skills 

 
Day 2 

• Rhetorical Analysis 
• Rhetorical Reading Strategies and Activities 
• Analysis Multiple Choice Passages 
• Rhetorical Analysis Essay Question  
• Practice Scoring with the 6-Point Analytic Rubric 

 
Day 3 

• Argument 
• Law-School Approach to Convincing Audiences 
• Process Writing Toolbox 
• Composition Multiple Choice Passages 
• Argument Essay Question 
• Practice Scoring with the 6-Point Analytic Rubric 

 
Day 4 

• Synthesis 
• Collegiate Research Writing 
• Media Literacy 
• Synthesis Essay Question 
• Practice Scoring with the 6-Point Analytic Rubric 

 
Day 5 

• Instructional Design 
• Choosing Your Organizing Principle 
• Instructional Approaches 
• Instructional Planning Reports 
• Online Communities 
• Syllabus Design 

 
 
We will do our best to address all participants’ needs and questions throughout 
the week, and will encourage discussion of best practices within the scope of our 
work.  


